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Democratization of Authoritative Governance: The Nineteenth

Constitutional Amendment of Sri Lanka
Abstract

The Sri Lankan constitution, established in 1978, has undergone twenty-one
amendments to date. While some of these amendments were made for legitimate
reasons, others were made to serve the interests of those in power. The Constitution
of Sri Lanka in 1978 introduced an executive presidential system, which led to an
authoritative governing process in the country. The eighteenth amendment of the
constitution further strengthened this authoritative governance, resulting in the
emergence of totalitarian governance and a constitutional monopoly. However, the
nineteenth amendment of the constitution played a significant role in democratizing
the political system of the country. It can be regarded as a constitutional amendment
that significantly influenced the democratization of the governing process of Sri
Lanka. It is important to raise awareness about the positive impact of the Nineteenth
Amendment on Sri Lanka's political system. This study aims to analyze the
contribution of the Nineteenth Amendment to the democratization of Sri Lanka's
political system. The study found that the governing process in Sri Lanka became
authoritative after the country gained independence. Further, the legal provisions of
the nineteenth amendment contributed to the democratization of the executive
presidency, prime minister and cabinet, parliament, public service, judicial service,
and fundamental rights. The research utilized qualitative data from secondary
sources, which was thematically analyzed through epistemological investigation.

Keywords: Authoritarian, Constitutional Monopoly, Democratic Deficit,

Democratic Ethics, Democratic Governance
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